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1 An analogy is the difference between a non-theist and an atheist.  Non-theists in casual conversation often 
refer to themselves as “atheists” because this term is better understood by the masses and because the 
difference between non-theism and atheism is sufficiently small to make one a good approximation of the 
other. 
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2 A peer-to-peer computer network is a good example of an anarchistic form of organization.  Though each 
computer may be different and each may host a different operating system, each computer stands as an 
equal to all others to which it connects.  Likewise, no law governs the interaction of one computer with 
another on a peer-to-peer network.  What defines their “organization” is not external.  Instead their 
interactions are governed by internal adherence to a shared protocol. 
3 This does not mean that rational anarchists are unconcerned with living things.  A rational anarchist can 
be an environmentalist.  The difference is that rational anarchists consider all consciousnesses as ethically 
equal while the primitivist considers all life as ethically equal. 
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4 Within the United States of America, corporations are treated as though they are individuals, endowed 
with the same rights as natural individuals.  Anarchists, both of the primitivist and rational anarchist variety 
would find this notion absurd.  Corporation are not living things nor are they “beings.”  As such, they are 
not equals to natural individuals and should not be treated as equals.  To treat a corporation as an equal is to 
increase the relative power of the individuals comprising the corporation in relation to other individuals 
within society for such individuals would then exist twice, once as individuals and once as members of a 
corporation which itself is a member of society.  This creates a power imbalance between individuals.  This 
also explains why corporatist societies (i.e. fascist societies) are tyrannical. 
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5 There are a large number of careers that favor self employment: computer programming, house cleaning, 
tutoring, accounting, photography, prostitution, massage therapy, and so on.  The list is almost endless. 
6 When one disparages the self employed worker, one should ask oneself whether one disparages based on 
principle or based on jealousy. 
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7 Interestingly, during the Cold War, PepsiCo and Stolichnaya Vodka bartered their products in order to 
obtain access to each other’s markets.  Within an anarchist society where each individual is essentially 
sovereign, we can expect the interactions between individuals ascribing to different economic systems to be 
much like interactions between foreign nations. 
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8 By “others”, I intend members of the underclasses.  The police officer who acts on behalf of the state, the 
neighbor who snitches on his or her neighbor, the coworker who rats out another coworker: these are 
examples of underclass individuals who make the illusion of a state seem real.  Nothing forces these 
individuals to act on behalf of the fairytale state, save their own petty selfishness, they own fear of the 
fairytale state, and their own desire to be rewarded by their masters at the expense of their brethren.  In 
reality, there is no lower form of life than the underclass individual who serves the state. 
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9 See “Meme Warfare” by Stephen DeVoy 
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10 Nor should anarchists join the state’s military or the state’s militia.  Anarchists should not become police 
officers or agents of the state’s violence. 
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11 It is important to understand that violence is not always direct.  For example, one can take away 
another’s home or take away another’s career without directly engaging in physical violence.  Nevertheless, 
such acts are acts of violence for their consequences are destructive.  Such activities should be conceived as 
violent activities and responded to accordingly. 
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12 Why such a strong stand on this issue, you may ask?  The issue is important because all hierarchies, even 
when constructed with good intent, tend to crystallize.  That is, hierarchy creates power and power is later 
used to preserve that power.  Once a hierarchy is installed, it becomes permanent.  It can only be 
dismantled through revolution.  Do we wish to create a world of alternating injustices or do we wish to 
create a just world?  I believe most of us would agree that a just world is better than a world of alternating 
injustices. 
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13 For reasons that will be explained in the chapter Anarchy and Children, anarchists cannot accept 
pedophilia is a legitimate sexual preference. 
14 There are examples of behavior that would not be acceptable to anarchists.  For example, of one uses 
their body to intentionally spread disease, this would constitute an act of violence by one individual against 
other individuals.  It would not be acceptable. 
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15 Examples of propaganda of the deed would be the throwing of bombs into public places, the arbitrary 
destruction of property, and the use of terror.  Few anarchists continue to believe that such a tactic is ethical 
or productive.  Indeed, it is questionable whether many ever did support this tactic. 
16 A direct action is an action carried out by individuals and collectives against the system.  These actions 
are carried out through direct action, thus the term.  Examples of direct action would be the blocking of 
intersections, the amassing of bicycles for the purpose of “taking the streets,” the occupation of centers of 
commerce for the purpose of disseminating propaganda.  Such actions are propaganda in themselves as 
they demonstrate the power of the individual over the state. 
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