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The two paren ts  were blessed  with  a  new boy and  they na me d  him  Coward. They ha d  
wan ted  a  girl, bu t  t hey  loved  hi m  all t he  sa me.  Coward  was  a  sweet  boy with  a  baby  
face  and  a  pleasan t  s mile.  They  took  Coward  ho me  to  his  bro ther s  and  sis ters  and  
they  too  were  pleased.  The  bro thers  were  hap py  to  have  a  new  brother  an d  the  
sis ters  were ha p py to  have a  baby to  do te  over.

Coward' s  da d  was  de ter mined  to  raise  Coward  to  be  jus t  like  him  -  a  s uccessful  
corpora te  m a n.  The  fa ther  would  ins till  in  Coward  all  of  t he  values  he  loved  -  
obedience, servitude  an d  pa t riotis m. As Coward  grew, his  father  taugh t  hi m  tha t  God  
ca me  firs t,  coun t ry  came  secon d  and  fa mily ca me  third. There  was  no  s pace  for  self. 
"God, coun t ry and  fa mily!" his  da d  would  say.

Coward  was  jealous  of  his  bro ther  Dexter.  Dexter  was  s mar ter  t han  Coward.  Dexter  
was  less  loved  by  his  fa ther  t han  Coward  bu t  m ore  loved  by  his  m o t her.  While  
Coward  looked  u p  to  his  da d, Dexter  looked  u p  to  his  m o m. While Coward  learned  to  
respect  au thority,  Dexter  learned  to  des pise  aut hority.  While  Coward  sough t  p raise  
fro m  his  m o t her  and  father,  Dexter  was  sa tisfied  with  his  own  self  es tee m  an d  did  
no t  seek app roval.

Coward, like his  pa rent s, beca me  a  Christian. Dexter  beca me  an  a theis t. Coward, like  
his  paren ts  became  a  capi talis t.  Dexter  beca me  an  anarchis t.  Coward  measured  his  
value in te r ms  of  what  o ther s  dee med  it to  be  while Dexter  did  no t  s pend  m uch  time  
on  es timating his  value -  he  assu me d  it irrelevant.

Coward  Grows Up

By the  time  Coward  finished  high  school, Dexter  was  almos t  finished  with  college. A 
war  was  brewing  an d  there  was  talk  of  a  d raf t.  Dexter,  de s pi te  his  differences  with  
his  bro ther,  loved  his  bro ther.  Moreover,  Dexter  loved  everybody  and  saw  in 
everybody  value  derived  no t  fro m  what  t hey  ha d  or  who  they  obeyed,  bu t  derived, 
ins tead,  from  being  a  hu m an  being.  And  so  it  ha p pened  tha t  as  t he  s pect ra  of  war  
raised  its  head, Dexter  opposed  it and  Coward  su p por ted  it. Dexter  ha d  grown  to  see  
t he  world  as  it  is,  a  ne twork  of  greedy  and  dishones t  m e n  playing  chess  with  t he  
lives  of  bet ter  m e n, sending  the m  to  bat tle  an d  death, for  t he  advance ment  of  power  
an d  conques t.  Coward  ha d  grown  u p  to  see  t he  world  as  his  pa rent s  saw  it,  a  
hierarchy of  individuals  an d  ins ti tu tions  cons t ructed  in  ter ms  of  t heir  m erit  (e.g. t he  
degree  to  which  they  were  blessed  with  t he  false  values  of  obedience, servitude  an d  
pa t riotis m)  and  selected  by  a  "divine" p rocess  codified  in  law.  Coward  didn' t  really 
love anyone, he  jus t  learned  how to  ad mire obedience, servitude  and  pa t riotis m, so  it  
was  of no  su r p rise t ha t  Coward  su p por ted  the  war.
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Coward' s  pa ren t s  grew m ore  fond  of  Coward  than  Dexter. After  all, Coward  reflected  
their  values  of  obedience, servitude  and  pa t riotis m  while  Dexter  reflected  the  values  
of  hones ty,  liber ty  and  jus tice.  Coward  would  m ake  pa t riotic  s ta te ments  an d  his  
paren ts  would  be  pleased.  Dexter  would  u se  "unfair"  t ricks,  com mo nly  known  as  
"facts" an d  "reason" to  p rove  tha t  t he  war  was  no t  pa t riotic  and  was,  ins tead,  based  
on  greed, m a nipula tion  and  deceit.

When the  d raf t  came, Coward  began to  have second  thoughts. After all, he  might  jus t  
die  in  t he  war.  Coward,  however,  did  no t  s peak  u p.  He  valued  the  p raise  of  his  
m o t her  and  father  an d  he  saw  that  t hose  such  as  Dexter  who  s poke  ou t  agains t  
obedience, servitude  an d  pa t riotis m  were unloved, u n - p raised  an d  the  target  of open  
derision. Coward  an d  Dexter  were d raf ted.

Coward  is Draf ted

When  Coward  and  Dexter  received  their  d raf t  no tices,  t heir  m o ther  and  fa ther  were  
p rou d  tha t  t heir  sons  would  fight  for  t he  beloved  ho meland.  This  p ride  was  
interrup ted  when  Dexter  refused  to  serve. Dexter  burned  his  d raf t  pa pers, s poke  ou t  
agains t  t he  war,  went  AWOL and  beca me  a  fugitive.  Mother  an d  father  disowned  
Dexter. "Our honor  would  be saved by Coward," t hey though t.

In  t raining,  Coward  began  to  wonder  if  Dexter  was  right,  bu t  he  did  no t  s peak  u p  
because  he  knew his  paren ts  would  be  p rou der  of  him  if he  served  an d  did  his  d u ty.  
When  Coward  ar rived  a t  t he  war  zo ne,  he  discovered  a  world  u nlike  any  he  ha d  
known.  Death  was  aroun d  him,  t he  civilians  u n der  his  boot  in  t he  foreign  land  ha d  
fear  en t renched  in  t heir  eyes,  t he  cities  were  ho mes  to  t he  dislocated  -  orphaned  
children  on  the  s t ree t,  wives  in  search  of  dead  h usbands  and  the  s tench  of  death.  It 
is in t his  foreign land  tha t  Coward  was issued  a  weapon  an d  sen t  off to  kill.

During  his  firs t  ba t tle,  Coward  re me m bered  the  words  of  his  God,  "Thou  shall  no t  
kill." As he  fought  his  way across  t he  ba t tle  field, he  foun d  himself  face  to  face  with  
t he  ene my,  looking  in  to  t he  ene my's  eyes.  In  t he  ene my's  eyes  he  saw  himself,  a  
frightened  young  m a n  th rown  into  t he  jaws  of  war.  They  were  all  jus t  like  himself. 
"Thou  s hall no t  kill," echoed  in  his  head.  "We're  p rou d  of  you  son," echoed  the  voice 
of  m ot her  an d  father  in  his  head.  He raised  his  gun  an d  s ho t.  He saw, in  t he  eyes  of  
t he  soldier  he  killed,  his  own  eyes  as  t hey  would  have  been  ha d  they  t raded  places. 
The ene my soldier  lay bleeding on  the  field, tears  s t reaked  down  the  ene my soldier' s  
face  an d  the  ene my  soldier  died.  Coward  was  s tu nne d.  "How could  I kill  a  m a n?" he  
t hought. This would  no t  be  t he  las t  m a n  he  would  kill.

Dexter,  on  t he  run,  began  to  wage  his  own  war,  only  Dexter  chose  words  and  no t  
weapons.  Dexter  beca me  vilified  by  the  p res s.  They  called  Dexter  a  coward.  Dexter  
los t  his  family, his  friends,  his  comfor t,  his  safe ty  and  his  repu ta tion.  Despite  all  of  
t his,  Dexter  s tood  s t rong. He defied  t he  govern ment  an d  he  defied  t he  war.  He took  
to  defacing  bill  boards  with  an ti - war  slogans.  Under  t he  cover  of  night,  he  would  
pain t  is an ti - war  s ta te ments  wherever  he  could, always s u re  to  place a  circle "a" next  
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to  t he  s ta te ment.

When  there  were  p ro tes t s,  Dexter  wore  a  black  m a sk  to  hide  his  iden ti ty. Whenever  
t he  police would  arres t  so meone  a t  a  de mons t ra tion, Dexter  an d  o thers  would  at tack 
the  police  an d  d rag  the  ar res tees  away  fro m  the  police  into  safe ty.  As  the  anti - war  
m ove ment  became  m ore  militan t,  Dexter  began  to  organize  o thers.  In  time  they 
beca me known as  t he  resistance.

Meanwhile, Coward  continued  with  t he  fight,  an d  though  his  God  taught  him  no t  to  
kill  he  continued  to  kill  because  he  lacked  the  courage  no t  to  kill.  Given  the  choice  
between  doing  what  is  right  and  what  is  safe,  Coward  chose  t he  lat ter.  Coward  won  
m a ny  me dals  for  his  soldierly actions.  He was  obedient,  servile  an d  pa t riotic. Dexter  
won  no thing  for  his  he roic  resis tance  to  war  and  tyranny.  Unlike  Coward,  however,  
Dexter  was  no t  looking for  per sonal gain.

Coward  Dies

And  on  the  sa me  day,  half  a  world  apar t,  t he  two  b rother s  died  in  bat tle.  A  new  
recrui t  fro m  the  ene my  ar my  foun d  himself  face  to  face  with  Coward.  In  Coward's  
eyes  he  saw  himself.  He  re me m ber  t he  words  of  his  God,  "Thou  s hall  no t  kill." He 
raised  his  rifle and  shot  Coward. Coward  fell to  t he  Earth, his  body sha t tered  an d  felt  
t he  life d raining fro m  him. He heard  an  inner  voice, t he  voice of  his  fa ther, say, "I a m  
p rou d  of you Coward." Coward's  own voice replied, "Fuck you, Dad," and  he  died.

Dexter  was  in  bat tle  with  t he  police.  A cop  looked  into  Dexter 's  eyes  and  saw  the  
ene my, no t  himself. The cop  s ho t  Dexter. Dexter  fell to  t he  Earth, his  body s ha t tered  
an d  felt  t he  life  d raining  fro m  him.  He heard  an  inner  voice, t he  voice  of  his  father,  
say,  in  a  m ocking  tone,  "Was  it  wor th  it,  Dexter?" Dexter's  own  voice  replied,  "Yes, 
Dad, it was  wor th  it," an d  he  died.

On the  m a n tle in t he  for mer  ho me  of Coward  an d  Dexter, t here  is a  p ho to  of  Coward  
in  his  u nifor m.  Laid  ou t  next  to  t he  p ho to  are  a  row  of  me dals.  The  fa mily  always  
talks  of Coward  the  hero. They never  me n tion  Dexter.
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