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The su n  ha d  jus t  set  over  t he  Martian  landscape  an d  the  t hin  a t mos phere  was  s till lit 
with  a  blue  glow.  The  Cast ro  family  ha d  finished  dinner  and  watched  the  su n  set  
t h rough  the  t hick  windows  of  t heir  ho me,  a  large  s t ructure  p rimarily  beneath  t he  
s u rface,  bu t  with  one  level  above  where  t he  s u rface  could  be  seen.  Maria  Cast ro  sa t  
on  the  couch,  sn uggled  agains t  he r  m o ther.  The  local  educational  collective  ha d  
s hown  an  old  film  abou t  war  on  Earth.  It  was  a  s t range  world,  Earth,  with  m a ny  
concep ts  an d  ideas  foreign  to  Maria.  Maria  looked  u p  a t  her  m o t her  an d  asked, 
"Mom my, what  is govern men t?"

"Something we left  behind  on  Earth, my dear," she  replied. "Why do  you ask?"

"I saw a  film  today abou t  a  war  on  Earth. The film  m e ntioned  the  word  'govern ment.'  
I never heard  t ha t  word  before," said  Maria.

"Well, Maria," said  her  m o t her, "I've never  lived  u n der  a  govern men t  so  what  I have to  
say m ay no t  be  accura te. However, I will tell you what  my  father  told  me."

The  m o t her  pon dered  thoughtfully  for  a  m o men t,  as  if  s t ruggling  for  words,  and  
then  s he  began to  recoun t  what  she  ha d  heard  abou t  govern ment.
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"A long  time  ago,  back  on  Earth,  before  it  was  des t royed  in  a  grea t  war,  people  did  
no t  live freely as  t hey  do  here  on  Mars.  Most  people  believed  tha t  h u ma ns  were  evil  
by na tu re  an d  tha t  t hey needed  to  be con trolled  by o ther  h u ma ns."

"That' s  silly," said  Maria. "Firs t  of  all, people  are  neither  good  nor  evil. We begin  our  
lives ignoran t  and  we learn  to  be  ethical. Secondly, if people were evil by na tu re, how 
could  it be t ha t  so me would  be good  enough to  lead  the  evil?"

"I know," said  her  m o t her, "tha t  see m s  obvious  to  u s, bu t  it was  no t  obvious  to  t he m. 
They  failed  to  u n ders tan d  tha t  imposition  of  control  denies  individuals  t he  
op por t unity  to  be  res ponsible.  Without  full  self  res ponsibility,  learning  to  live  an  
ethical life is impossible. Having failed  to  achieve an  ethical life, it  is  no  wonder  t ha t  
t he  people of Earth  see med  evil.

"In  t heir  sim pleminded ness,  t hey  sought  to  cont rol  the  exis tence  of  violence  an d  
injus tice  by  imposing  violence  and  injus tice.  Rather  t han  giving  each  individual  t he  
right  to  choose  between  being jus t  an d  u njus t,  t hey chose  to  cons t ruct  a  m echanis m  
to  impose  an  ar tificial  jus tice,  selecting  fro m  the  po p ula tion  individuals  to  con trol  
t he  mechanis m.  These  selected  individuals  ten de d  to  wield  t he  m echanis m  of  
"jus tice" with  impu nity.  Having  concen t ra ted  t he  power  of  t he  m a ny  into  t he  han ds  
of  t he  few, society  beca me  hierarchical an d  govern ment  evolved  to  exis t  for  its  own  
sake,  exploiting  the  hierarchical  relationship  to  ext ract  m ore  and  m ore  resources  
fro m  the  people  for  t he  p ur pose  of  increasing  the  govern ment ' s  control  over  t he  
people.

"Those  ent renched  in  power,  enabled  by  the  tools  of  govern ment  -  a  grea t  lever 
whereby  all  of  society's  collective  force  could  be  wielded  in  t he  interes t  of  t he  
en t renched,  t he  powerful  discovered  tha t  t hey  could  control  an d  m a nipulate  t he  
percep tion  of  reality. In a  real an d  jus t  world, na tu ral forces  impose  reality u pon  the  
senses.  Under  na tu ral  circu ms tances,  such  as  we  have  here  on  Mars,  an  u njus t  
per son  can  be  sh un ne d,  denied  resources  an d  han ded  jus tice  by  the  individual  
decisions  of  his  or  her  fellow  h u ma ns.  Under  govern men t,  such  individual  choices  
are  limited  an d  the  govern ment  reserves  for  itself  t he  right  to  de ter mine  jus tice  an d  
con trol resources. Under  govern ment, it  is t he  govern ment  t ha t  decides  which  u njus t  
individuals  s hall  receive  jus tice  and  which  shall  no t.  Within  hierarchical  societies, 
mechanis ms  controlled  by  ent renched  individuals  are  wielded,  m ore  of ten  t han  no t, 
in  t he  interes t  of  t he  per son  a t  t he  cont rols  and  no t  in  t he  interes t  of  jus tice. 
Therefore, t here  is  no  objective jus tice  u n der  govern ment,  only an  expression  of  t he  
self serving interes t s  of t hose  wielding the  power  t hey s tole fro m  other s.

"With  such  power  concent ra ted  in  t he  ha n ds  of  t he  few, t he  people beca me  pawns  in 
t he  com peti tion  between  govern ments..."

"Wait!" exclaimed  Maria. "There were m ore  t han  one  govern ment  on  Earth?"
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"Yes," her  m o ther  answered.  "Some  people  jus t  can' t  get  enough  of  a  bad  thing," s he  
laughed.

"As  I  was  saying,  govern ments  com peted  with  each  o ther  for  resources.  Those  in  
con trol  of  a  govern men t  could  fur ther  enrich  t he mselves  and  their  associates  by 
expropriating  the  resources  (e.g.  t he  nat u ral  resources  and  h u ma n  resources)  of  
o ther  govern ment s.  Naturally,  govern ment s  do  no t  u s ually  roll  over  and  han d  their  
resources  to  another,  so  t his  led  to  conflict.  The  conflict  be tween  govern ment s  took  
the  for m  of war  an d  the  people were sen t  to  fight  on  behalf of t he  govern ments."

Maria  interrup ted  her  m o t her.  "You  m ean  it  was  no t  enough  tha t  govern ment  s tole  
t he  resources  of  its  own  people, bu t  now it was  u sing  its  own  people as  resources  in  
conflicts?  Moreover,  t hese  conflicts  were  intended  to  s teal  t he  resources  of  o ther  
govern ments  -  resources  t ha t  govern ments  s tole  fro m  their  own  people  would  
beco me  the  target  of  t hef t  by  o ther  govern ment s  an d  the  victims  of  t hese  robberies,  
t he  people  of  t he  na tions  in  conflict,  would  be  sen t  to  execute  t he  t heft  or  defend  
agains t  it?"

"I  know  it  sou n ds  absurd,  Maria,  bu t  t ha t  is  how  it  was,"  said  her  m o t her.  "As 
govern ments  conquered  govern men ts,  t he  n u m ber  of  indepen den t  govern ments  on  
Earth  grew s maller  an d  s maller  u n til t here  was  only one  s u per  powerful  govern ment  
imposing  its  will  u pon  a  han dful  of  s ubject  govern men ts.  That  su per  powerful 
govern ment  beca me m ore and  m ore  op pressive as  it had  no  one  to  answer to. In time 
a  rebellion  brewed.  Many of  t he  s maller  govern ments  began  to  organize  agains t  t he  
s u per  powerful  govern ment  and  a  large  war  ensued.  Rather  t han  give  u p  its  power, 
t he  s u per  powerful  govern ment  des t royed  the  Earth  with  n uclear  weapons.  
Fortunately, before  t his  hap pened, m a ny  hu m ans  ha d  already come  to  Mars, a  world  
withou t  a  govern ment, and  decided  to  keep  it t ha t  way."

"I'm glad  we did," said  Maria.

"So a m  I," said  her  m o t her.
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